PHIL 313: HISTORY OF MODERN PHIL: Knowledge & Reality -- Prof. William Vanderburgh
TR 2:00 - 3:50
wvanderburgh@csusb.edu

(909) 537-5869

The early modern period in philosophy, the beginning of which is normally dated to around the time French
philosopher René Descartes began publishing in 1637, was an exciting time of great turmoil in the intellectual
world. Old ways of thinking were being overturned and replaced with radical new ideas. As reason came to
dominate over tradition and modes of what would later come to be called scientific reasoning began to develop
in opposition to assumption and superstition, even the very methods of doing philosophy came into question.
Our course, an introduction to this period’s ways of approaching questions about the nature of reality and how
we come to know it, will start with a rough distinction between the so-called “Rationalists” (Descartes, Spinoza,
Leibniz, and others) and “Empiricists” (most notably Locke, Berkeley and Hume). As we will see, a strict
dichotomy between the two groups is not really possible, but it is a useful framework for comparing the various
positions that were in contention. Although philosophers in this period usually wrote on a multitude of different
subjects, we will be focusing just on their various approaches to epistemology and metaphysics, including
questions like these: What is the nature of reality? How do we come to know things, and what does it mean,
“To know”? What kinds of things exist? What is the relationship between God and the world, and between
God and human knowledge? What are the limits of the knowable? How should skeptical doubts figure in our
intellectual life, and how should we use evidence to make decisions about what kinds of claims to believe?
The variety of contrasting answers early modern philosophers gave to these and related questions will give
us a foundation for beginning to form our own views on these matters.

PHIL 351: MORAL & POLITICAL PHIL TOPICS: Ethics & Animals -- Prof. Susan Finsen
TR 10:00 - 11:50
smfinsen@gmail.com

(909) 537-5871

This course will focus on the question of our moral obligations to nonhuman animals. What is it that gives an
individual moral status and rights? Do at least some animals possess the requisite characteristics to be
included in the community of rights-holders, and if so, what are the implications of this for our treatment of
animals? We will examine these questions in light of different moral theories, including utilitarianism,
deontology, environmental holist and ecofeminist perspectives. We will also examine the relevance of
advances in our scientific understanding of animals, with special attention to the relevance of evolutionary
theory and contemporary ethology. Given what we now know about animal emotion and cognition, what
should we think of the conditions in which animals are kept on factory farms, in laboratories, zoos, and even
in our own homes? This is a seminar and student discussion will be central. The course is open to all students
who have taken an introduction to philosophy course, whether or not they are majoring in Philosophy.

(Continued on Reverse)

PHIL 363: JURISPRUDENCE -- Prof. Chris Naticchia
MWF 1:20 – 2:30
cnaticch@csusb.edu

(909) 537-5489

What is Law? How does it differ from raw power? For instance, did Nazi Germany have a legal system? Or was
it just a system of organized terror? What is it that makes a statement of the law true? Must it be traceable to
some legal rule enacted by a recognized authority, or must it also satisfy certain moral principles in order to qualify?
How should judges interpret the Constitution? Does the Constitution, properly interpreted, contain rights not
specifically mentioned? For example, does it include a right to privacy that protects a woman’s right to
abortion, or a right to marriage equality that opens marriage to homosexual couples?

We’ll examine questions such as these in Jurisprudence. In the process, students will develop and hone
the kinds of reading, reasoning, and writing skills that will serve them well in law and graduate school.
This course counts toward the Law and Philosophy minor. For two additional units, students may also
apply for the Judicial Internship, Phil 575, by February 15, 2017. See the Philosophy Department in UH
235 for information.

PHIL 372: PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION -- Prof. Matthew Davidson
TR 4:00 - 5:50
mld@csusb.edu

(909) 537-7727

This course will focus on central questions in philosophy of religion. In particular, we will focus on the nature
of divine providence, the problem of evil and the hiddenness of God, the compatibility of foreknowledge and
freewill, and the rationality of religious belief given the existence of different competing religions.

PHIL 400: ADV. ISSUES IN LOGIC: Incompleteness & Computability -- Prof. John Mumma
MWF 12:00 - 1:10
jmumma@csusb.edu

(909) 537-5872

Given the ubiquity of proof in mathematics, it is natural to suppose there are derivations to demonstrate any
arithmetical truth. Perhaps you have worked derivations in systems such as Robinson or Peano Arithmetic
(this is not a prerequisite). It is natural to think that some such system would be adequate to any truths of
arithmetic. But Gödel shows this is not so, and we develop Gödel's famous incompleteness results: It is not
possible for a consistent 'nicely' specified deductive theory to have as consequences all the truths of
arithmetic. Neither is it possible for such a theory including at least Peano Arithmetic to demonstrate its own
consistency. We develop these limiting results for the power of derivations, along with corresponding results
limiting the reach of computing devices.
The prerequisite is Phil 300 (or consent of instructor). If it's been some time since you had Phil 300, you may
want to review material from chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of Symbolic Logic: An Accessible Introduction to
Serious Mathematical Logic. In Phil 400b, we begin with chapter 3, and then turn to Parts II and IV of the text.
Smith, An Introduction to Gödel’s Theorems is highly recommended.
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